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Hi again and welcome to Band World News, 
the newsletter presented by GTA Talent 
Agency. You know, when we first started this 
newsletter, Our purpose was cut and dried: let . 
the people know who we represent and how 
they can go about hiring different local talent 
for their particular musical function. Not that we 
are going to stop doing that now, but Band 
World News is beginning to give birth to 
something new! Writers who want to write for 


mside: 


The Rock and Roll Doctor 
answers questions about 
® your equipment 


, JA speakeasy for the “roaring 
leighties” reigns on the Delta 


..and the best Sacramento 
bands are in here for you to 


STEPHEN GRACE BAND 


NORTHERN CALIFORNIA’S TALENT HEADQUARTERS 


PHONE (916) 971-1291 


SACRAMENTO, CA 95821 


"NEW" publications, such as Band World 
News, and readers who want to read more than 
just a standard advertising newsletter will now 
have a chance to see their thoughts and ideas in 
print! Fortunately for these writers and the 
prospective readers, the buyers, bands and 
advertisers put their heads together and 
decided that a regular newsletter should be 
produced that would not only highlight the 
outstanding musical talent in Northern 
California, but also give the reader a glimpse of 
what is going on through the eyes of some of 
the area’s Outstanding new writers. 

The marriage between music and the press 
has at times been a stormy relationship and at 
other times a passionate love affair — naturally 
because of the rocky road, there were some 
skeptics. Undaunted, we looked at the potential 
alliance and it looks to be a happy and 
beneficial one to all involved. So here we go, 
ladies and gentlemen, it gives us great pleasure 
to present Band World News to you...a 
newsletter that is more than JUST A 
NEWSLETTER! 


AVALANCHE 


RENEGADE 


Ask the 


Doctor 


Q. Dear Rock & Roll Doctor; 


buy new ones? 


THE JOHN -COCHRANE 
BAND 

When these two rock show 
veterans teamed up things 
started moving. This four 
piece band goes from pop to 
rock with ease. The group 
also has an excellent collec- 
tion of material that is always 
presented with style and ata 
price that is affordable ... 


Os T anarccnen eB 2 


SECRET SERVICE 


Rock & Roll 


Right now | have an old PAand a bunch of high impedance 
mikes to use with it. The board | want to get has only low 
impedance inputs. Can | still use my mikes or do | have to 


A. Hi-Z mikes can be used in a Lo-Z.borad, but Lo-Z mikes 
will work better. The three-lead conductor used in the Lo-Z 
system allows the use of a more modern microphone de- 
sign that is both less noisy and more responsive. To get your 
old mikes to work in your new board, you'll have to change 
the cable ends from 2-conductor phone plugs to 3-conductor 
Cannon plugs. The hot lead goes to Cannon pin 2, and 
ground to either pin 1 or 3 depending on the make of your 
board. You'll also have to carefully watch how much channel 
gain you use as Hi-Z mikes run hotter than Lo-Z’s, and you 
want to avoid distortion and overloading. 


RICH KID: 

Where would rock and roll 
be without young aggressive 
bands? Nowhere, _ right? 
That’s why it’s a good thing 
bands like Rich Kid are here 
to rock and roll. 

The six members of Rich Kid 
range in age from 18 to 24, 
just right to be in touch with 
the high school and college 
crowd. 


Le 


RICH KID 


ROB HANNA 


CYPRESS: 

A fine example of what a 
commercial top 40 rock 
group should be, featuring 
near perfect vocal power, 
with excellent instrumental 
backing and a song list that 
reads like the Who’s Who of 
Rock ’n Roll. From Led 
Zeppelin to Bob Seger, 
Cypress shines. For your 
next. important dance. or 
function try Cypress. 


THE BOP-A-DIPS: 

This fantastic oldies show 
has toured throughout the 
western states opening for 
such acts as the Platters and 
the Ventures. 

The Bop-A-Dips broke ali 
attendance records at 
HARRAH’S CLUB for a 
debut band. The band has 
also toured Hawaii where 
their surf music was par- 
ticularly appreciated...lf you 
like oldies, you'll love The 
Bop-A-Dips. 


PRIME MOVER: 
Here is a group with the right 
idea: the natural combina- 
tion of brand new, hot off the 
press tunes along with some 
of the great rock and roll 
classics. Got a hard to please 
crowd? No problem for this 
ambitious young band... 
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BRICK WORKS 


—411 N. Hunter Street— 
—Stockton, California 95202— 
—(209) 462-4054— 


LEFTY: 
Jerry Woods is at it again 
with Lefty and together they 
are keeping the party rolling. 
Their songlist consists 
mostly of top forty tunes 
done in a style of their own, 
along with all your favorite 
oldies, featured in a special 
’60’s show that knocks ’em 
dead every time. Don’t miss 
this fine band. 


“ PRIME MOVER 


RUTABAGA 
BOOGIE BAND 


If you don’t know how it’s 
supposed to go by now then 
you really shouldn’t mess 
with it. But, if you’re one of 
the brave ones, you'll rise 
above the rest and iry to find 
out how it really oughta go. 


Well listen you wonderful 
few, there is a way. The grand 
old men of The Rutabaga 
Boogie Band are teaching a 
course (open to the general 
public) in the life and times of 
rock & roll. 


They know how to do it like 
nobody else does, and 
they’ve done it right for so 
long they can’t possibly be 
doing it wrong. | mean come 
on — if you do something for 
a long, long, long time you 
don’t expect to blow it very 
much (they might make you 
blow it fairly often, but they 
never do). Without ever 
blowing it at all, Rutabaga 
plays rock & roll the way 
history says it’s supposed to 
be played — with sweat, 
biood and arimal determina- 
tion. The real truth is that 
nobody but Rutabaga can do 
it the right way anymore. It’s 
sad, but sooner or later we all 
come to realize that true rock 
& roll can be played with only 


DAKOTA BROTHERS 


one thought behind it — balls 
to the wall sucker! Get the 
point? 

Rutabaga does it the right 
way — hard & tight (can it be 
done any other way?) Like 
nobody else can. If you have 
a strong personality and a 
secure sense of self, go & 
learn the ways of rock & roll 
with The Rutabaga Boogie 
Band. \f you’re a whimp or a 
weakling don’t bother, 
because they’ll probably 
make you useless for the rest 
of your life. 


Sacramento Bands on VinyI 


PAYMENT MUST ACCOMPANY ORDER @ MAKE CHECKS OR MONEY ORDERS PAYABLE TO 


2740A AUBURN BLVD. SACTO, CA 95821 


THE GOOD GUYS 


AVALANCHE 


Avalanche, as the name 
implies, is a band that can 
sneak up unexpectedly and 
take you away with them ona 
electrified evening of boogie 
rock and roll. The talented 
musicians of this band 
believe that music has to be 
fun. They especially enjoy 
the one-nighter events that 
bring friends together to 
party, have some laughs, and 
thoroughly enjoy themselves. 
Weddings and dances are 


RUSH ME THE FOLLOWING RECORDS 


NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY 


O I’m Tore Down/Honey Bee JOHNNY KNOX 


O You Don’t Want Me Any More/ 
Who’s Gonna Love You Tonight 


O Can't Let Go/I Think About You STEELBREEZE 


ADD 75¢ HANDLING AND POSTAGE FOR EACH RECORD ORDERED. CALIF. RESIDENTS ADD 6% SALES TAX 


eres 


STEELBREEZE 


ZIP CODE 


ODYSUS 


also a specialty for 
Avalanche. As _ activities 
director of American River 
College Lesa Franklin says 
s a professional 
appearance, sound, and light 
show . . . | couldn’t ask for 
better.” Lesa continues, “I 
would certainly refer any 
activity director to your 
band.” Again, as the name 
implies, Avalanche will 
provide an overwhelming 
landslide of good times and 
great memories. 
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A Comment or Two 


by Rick Schultze 


“A Comment or Two” is a column that is going to deal witha 
wide range of topics. Be they musical, social, economic, sports 
or what have you, there might be a little something for every- 
body. | know that’s a large order to fill, but let’s give it a try. 
Here goes number one! 


In most musical publications like “Band World News,” one 
will find record reviews, and this is no exception. However, 
I’m not going to dazzle you with great musical cliches to get 
you to like or dislike the following three records . . . that will 
be up to you the listener. Instead, let’s take a look at another 
reason for you to check these records out. 


All of the groups, STEEL BREEZE, AVALANCHE and THE 
NOBS, are Sacramento-based bands. Both STEEL BREEZE 
and AVALANCHE have had membership changes, for the 
better | might add, since they released their records. “So,” 
you ask, “Why should / be interested in these local bands and 
their little records?” Well, both STEEL BREEZE and AVA- 
LANCHE have made very commercial sounding records. In 
other words, either of the two bands could be played on 
any AM or FM rock station in the country. Their sounds would 
fit right in with all the others. THE NOBS, on the other hand, 
sound quite like the early DOORS on FEVER/FIRE and do a 
real good Van Morrison sound on MYSTIC EYES, a song Van 
Morrison wrote in 1964 while with the group THEM. 


Unfortunately though, you won't get to hear these records 
getting regular airplay on the local radio. They are on self- 
owned labels, not major record companies, and today’s radio 
playlists are much too controlled to allow “local” music to 
get much airplay. 


THE BOYZ 


CHAKRA 


MASS CONFUSION 


THE EDGE 


LADY AND THE BOYS: 
Here’s a good rhythm and 
blues rock-n-roll band witha 
lady out front. (Howd ya 
guess?) This hot six piece 
band is a guaranteed winner. 
Their fine vocals and super- 
charged sax keep you 
moving all nightlong. Amust 
for the adult rock crowd, 
that’s Lady and the Boys... 


THE JUMPERS: 

A five piece rock outfit, with 
two guitars, bass, drums and 
keyboards converging in a 
guaranteed winner. 

The Jumpers hii the stage 
and the energy doesn’t stop 
until the audience is com- 
pletely satisfied ... a sen- 
sational crowd pleaser! 


comments continued 


Fortunately, as a consumer, you have a chance to get in ona 
true .American deal with these records: invest in one now ata 
smal! price and possibiy, just possibly, your investment will 
make you money!!! These records are published works of art 

musical statements representative of the bands at the 
time they were recorded; thus, the records are part of history. 
To be more precise, a part of history of all the individuals in- 
volved. Now suppose that one, two, three or all of these groups 
are “DISCOVERED” . . . Suddenly they are big stars (and it’s 
possible in show biz you know) . . . You as owner of one of 
these early records are the owner of an original collector's 
item worth many times what you’ve paid for it. Even inflation 
can’t eat you up on a deal like that. 


“WHOA,” you say, back to reality . . . it’s a long shot at best. 
You may be right, but let’s deal with reality ... It may bea 
long shot but at least your purchase of these records will help 
the groups pay for their next recording which they are all in 
the process of working on. Not only do you get to enjoy good 
music, but you can entertain the fancy of being a potential 
owner of a “hot” item. 


So ... Root ’em on, enjoy listening and take care of your 
possible gold mine. 


STRATUS 


FRANCISCO BROTHERS 


Four rock and roll veterans 
concentrate energy into a 
clean rich sound and an 
explosive stage show. The 
band is Ice. 


They play popular new 
songs and cherished clas- 
sics your crowd loves to 
hear. They add selections 
from Ice’s own file of orig- 
inals — infectious pop, slow- 
dancing tunes and hard 
rockers that move feet onto 
the dance floor. 


Anything can happen at an 
Ice performance, and 
usually does. Members have 
been known to leap spon- 
taneously into the audience 
“to get to know them.” When 
they turn it on, the party 
doesn’t end until time runs 
out. 


Call GTA today. You've got 
the party, you’ve got the 
people...now all you need is 
Ice. 


FRANCE: 

This five piece band features 
Jim Domiany on lead guitar 
and Tom Hill on bas, veteran 
musicians known through- 
out Northern California for 
their proficiency. Don’t miss 
this group... 


QUICKDRAW 


LITTLE HUD: 

This band conquers the 
most challenging classic 
rock tunes with ease and 
comes away with a hard 
earned merit badge in vocals 
and presentation. 


From oldies, to Beach Boys, 
to Beatles, to the newest on 
the charts, Little Hud will 
keep you entertained all 
night long... 


STEELBREEZE: 

The Sacramento Valley’s 
most progressive rock act. 
This six piece powerhouse 
band has taken the rock set 
by storm. With their excell- 
ent musicianship and super- 
tight vocals it’s easy to see 
why they’re the top drawing 
group in the area. 


for that big dance or specia! 
promotion, try Steelbreeze. 
You can’t go wrong... 


COLD SHOT: 

Ever wish a band would just 
play all your favorite songs 
from the sixties and seven- 
ties? This high energy trio 
plays them all with a style 
and quality that is all their 
own. 


Quite simply one of our 
finest rock acts... 


REVOLVER 


DAVID JOHNSTON QUARTET 


BUFFALO: 

It's nice to know there are 
still musicians around that 
JUST LIKE TO PLAY. This 
group obviously likes what 
they’re doing and it shows. 
They generate a good-time 
attitude that gets the crowd 
off every time. 

Smooth vocals and a great 
choice of material make 
Buffalo an excellent choice 
for any occasion... 


CITY LIMIT: 

They’re new and very hot. 
The population consists of 
five top quality musicians. 
Their drive for perfection is 
obvious from the opening to 
the closing of each 
engagement. 


Vocals provide the outstand- 
ing characteristic of the City 
Limit, as does their excep- 
tional harmony and instru- 
mentals. Welcome to City 
Limit... « 


QUICKDRAW: 

This hard working group has 
five excellent musicians 
pulling together to make a 
super sound that is suitable 
for dances, clubs, weddings, 
or any job that requires 
versatility. Good music and 
good vibes are what you'll 
get from Quickdraw... 


CHAKRA: 

Chakra — A Hindu word 
meaning “wheel of fire.” Or, 
Chakra — anew band burst- 
ing into the Sacramento 
scene. 

This five-man, one-woman 
group has been in the 
making since 1977, and now 
with their lineup set, they are 
ready to spin any audience 
ii) their fiery wheei. From 
their mellow opening to the 
fever-pitched finale, Chakra 
will please every time. 


THE FRANCISCO 
BROTHERS BAND: 

Want a band that is more 
than a juke box in flashy 
clothes? . . . Listen to the 
Francisco Brothers Band. 
Val Francisco, formerly the 
drummer for Working Ciass 
and Avalanche, heads this 
hard-working outfit with its 
commitment to creating new 
and exciting music. 
Showmanship, profession- 
alism and pride make this 
band a treat for any crowd. 
The Francisco Brothers Band 
is headquartered in the North- 
west, but is available to you in 
the Sacramento area exclu- 
sively through GTA. 


Profit from Party 
by Richard T. Robinson 

The Ryde Hotel, legend to some, virtually unknown to others, 
has laughed at the odds to produce profit from party. Located 
miles from the nearest major cities, the Ryde has been able to 
draw customers away from closer entertainment in their 
hometowns to travel to this weekly river party. d 

Of course, the Roaring Twenties atmosphere created by this 
resurrected speakeasy hotel adds to the Ryde’s drawing 
potential, but, says owner Dave Phillips, "They come from so far 
‘cause we give a good party. We’re relatively famous for our 
parties, and if you give a real good one, and are serious about 
providing a good time, then people know what to expect.” 

Why has this worked so well when competition between clubs 
is so intense? "We try to create a party atmosphere rather thana 
club situation,” explains Phillips, “...to make people feel 
welcome enough that they felt like they went to a party.” 

And this philosophy has worked. Since buying the Ryde in 
1977, Phillips has broken the recent losing streak that the past 
four owners experienced. Originally serving 20 to 50 guests per 
weekend, today the Ryde boasts 400-500 per night. 

But major restoration was needed before opening. 
Refinishing the floors and walls, adding murals and opening the 
back of the speakeasy into a courtyard to handle more people 
was a huge task. Phillips also saw the need for more bars, and 
added one in the pump house facing the courtyard and one on 
the main floor near the restaurant. Another large one became 
the main speakeasy bar the supplement the original ’30s oval 
bar which is now in the speakeasy annex. 

The rooms needed work also. Painting, it seems, was an 
unusually big job. “For many years the hotel was used to house 
migrant farm workers,” said Phillips, "and someone had 


1011 2nd St. 
Old Sacramento 


ROCK-N-ROLL 
IN SACRAMENTO 


6634 Fair Oaks 
Boulevard 


A Ticket to Ryde 


painted everything aqua-blue. Everything! But it’s a lot nicer 
now.” Phillips has also applied to register the hotel as a state 
historical building. 

Dave and his customers aren’t the only ones who appreciate 
the restoration. Hollywood used the Ryde as the set for Mamie’s 


Dream Palace in the TV movie "The Girl, The Gold Watch, and 


Dynamite” with Lyle Alzado as Mamie and other Hollywood 
notables as Jack Elam, Carol Lawrence and Lee Purcell. 

In January, February and March the hotel closes to the 
general public to become available for private parties. “We have 
requests from people for all 50 rooms for a completely private 
bash with bands arid an open bar and the like,” Dave said, "and 
we just can’t do this during the year.” 

As most all club owners and managers know, volume is the 
most debated topic between the clubs and their bands. 
Waitresses can’t hear orders, etc.; but the big problem 
according to Phillips is that the guys have a hard time being 
romantic while shouting. Just takes the edge off or something. 

And the guys do find lots of ladies at the Ryde. Dave explains, 
"We treat our ladies nice. We use off-duty Sacramento County 
Sheriff deputies in uniform to stress behavior and to make sure 
no one rides them. If we make them feel welcome, feel secure, 
and treat them nice, they'll come back with their girlfriends.” 

Big name entertainers are now making appearances at the 
Ryde. Blues performers such as John Lee Hooker, Charlie 
Musclewhite, and the contemporary rock band Stoneground 
performed at the Ryde in’81. "We're only beginning to promote 
nationally known acts and are planning many more next year.” 

The Ryde Hotel and Speakeasy located on Highway 160 thirty 
minutes south of Sacramento has a formula: "People come to 
our party, not to our club.” 
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Rick’s Retorts 


by Rick Robinson 


You Play Heavy Metal Western? 


Yeah, | know. rock is Rock and Country is Country and the 
hardcore fans of each are as opposite as Anita Bryant and Linda 
Lovelace. But what about the players? The guy who plays fora 
country band and a rock band always has this strange look in his 
eye. Watch out for this guy. He can go schizoid before your eyes. 
| mean, going from plastic pants to cowboy boots and big belt , 
buckles constantly can tweek anyone. AC/DC to Hank Williams 
to the Tubes and back to Bob Wills? C’mon! The guy has cerebral 
damage or something. Surgery is out of the question. Drugs? 
Psychotherapy? No, it’s too late. He’s way past help. The guy is 
just mixed up, that’s all. Poor fool can’t decide whether to pack 
his lip or his nose. And what's worse, both jobs are totally differ- 
ent. Does he need the pick-up or the Porsche tonight? Is it Lone 
Star or Lowenbrau? The guys closet looks like a YMCA locker 
room. His girlfriend can’t figure him out. So what do you do with 
a heavy metal western player? Hire ’im that’s what. He’s so crazy 
that he’s gonna have fun no matter what! 


KNOCK OUT: 


And that the y are. With a great 
blend of show, talent and 
energy, these three guys and.. 
““one.Jady kayo the audiente:* 
For more info on Knock Out® 
please call GTA at 971-1291, 
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THE GOOD GUYS 


Here is a four-piece group 
with a sound and style of 
today. Great seund! Great 
show! Watch forgem and 
don’t miss a fun fi 


MUSIC 


Music For All Occasions 


WEDDINGS 


sag 4, 
& “% 
&/ TAPES AND RECORDS \%&% 
Pop if 


Country Western 
Disco 
Rock and Roll 50's - 60's 
Swing 
PAUL KEHLER 


call G.T.A. for more info 
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GSt. Davis 


EZ MONEY 


THE HONKY 

TONK HEROES: 

Easily one of the finest 
country rock, outlaw, (party 
till the cows come home) 
good time bands around. 
Razor sharp vocals, solid 
dance grooves and smooth 
pedal steel guitar give the 
band a country rock flavor 
with feeling and versatility. 
The group has former 
members of Nite Owl 
Express, Barbara Johnston 
and the Roll On Band, and 
Linda Rondstadt and the 
Stone Ponys. 


Make your next event a 
success with The Honky 
Tonk Heroes... 


Catch the 
best bands in the 
area this weekend 
at Bitter Creek! 
(c’mon, pard, 

let’s party) 


FAMILY FAVERO SINGERS 


RYDE HOTEL 
& SPEAKEASY 


at Howe & Arden 


P.O. Box 43-Grand Island 


Ryde, California 95680 


A Unique Weekend Experience 


DONNA PHILLIPS 
(916) 776-1318 


P. 
‘nda NEW -MYSTERIANS JOHN-COCHRANE BAND 


OASIS 


BALLROOM 
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LADY AND 
THE BOYS 
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